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Blog vs. Website?

 Do you want a blog?
OR

 Do you want a website?

YES!









Questions for Every Writer

 What is the overall goal of my site?
 Who is my target audience?
 What about design, tone and content?
 How much time and effort do I need to invest?



Web Presence: The Basics

PRE PRO PAN

Web goal Get 
comfortable

Get 
professional

Build fans and 
sell books

Target audience Friends, 
family, SGWL

Agents, editors Fans, industry 
professionals

Design, tone, 
content

Experiment.
Be kind

Focus on 
writing. Be 
professional

Genre-focused 
design. 
Content for 
fans

Time & effort Your choice Minimum 
necessary

A lot, get help!



Let’s Build a Site!

There are many ways to build web sites and 
free services to choose from, including 
Blogger.com and others

We're most familiar with WordPress and 
believe it has the most to offer in the long 
term
Hosted sites, free with tons of features
Ability to add-on services (eg extra 

storage) at small monthly fee
And later if you want to have a custom site 

designed for you, you can continue to use 
WordPress to update the content



WordPress.com Before You Sign Up



The Sign-Up Process

 Go to WordPress.com and sign up
 Choose a Username and Password
 Choose your blog domain:

 emmaclair.wordpress.com
 famousauthor.wordpress.com

 Click the link in the email you receive

VOILA!



WordPress.com After You Sign Up

Click here!



The WordPress Control Panel



Beauty First

 Click Appearance and then Themes and start 
experimenting

 Use Custom Header if you want upload your own 
image 



WordPress Lingo: Post vs. Page

 Post
 Listed in reverse chronological order on your home page 

(or whatever page you specify)
 Control how many are displayed
 Add Categories to group them
 Example: "What happened at today's booksigning"

 Page
 Static, not listed by date
 Usually listed in the sidebar or across the top in tabs
 Listed in alphabetical order unless you override
 Example: “About Me”
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"Post" page (aka Blog, Diary, Journal...)



"Page" page (static, seldom changes)



Writing a Page or Post

 Use Save Draft when 
you want to come back 
later and finish

 Preview will, uh, show 
you a preview!

 Click Publish to share 
your gem with the world
 Hint: You can post-

publish



Editing a Post or Page



Formatting a Page or Post

 The best way to learn is to experiment!
 Turn on the Kitchen Sink button for more power



Home Page: Static or Dynamic?

 You decide!
 Default = Dynamic

 Your posts appear in reverse chronological order

 Want a static home page instead?
 Go to Settings > Reading



A Few Handy Settings

 Start with the General tab – date 
format, time zone, etc.

 Privacy – if you want to keep your 
site hidden for a while 

 Discussion – control who can 
comment and when/if you get notified



Settings for Comments



Need Help?

 WordPress.tv is filled with videos
 support.wordpress.com – wow!
 forums.wordpress.com – someone has probably 

already asked your question
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Questions?
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